Behind the Scenes

Narrator:  When ‘Music In High Places’ brought California rockers the Deftones to the big island of Hawaii,  it was a big leap of faith for the acoustically challenged band.

Frank: It’s not that we hate acoustic-- Stephen does..

Stephen:  Nah, I don’t hate it,  I just don’t like it when we play it. I like acoustic, it’s just that there’s nothing worse than taking a song you meant to rock,.. and playing it acoustic.

Chi:  (laughing) you picked the wrong band, y’know what I mean?

(clip of the band playing ‘Around the Fur’ live)

Narrator:  From the very first camera setup, the weather looked like it might present a few problems.  The production team knew that fighting the elements was just part of the mix.

Manny Bonilla (camera operator):  oh my God!-- it’s wet!! But it’s good--I’m having fun.. (more talk about weather from producers)
Chi:  I think that we’re an adaptable band in that I think we’ve proven that we can do songs like that, strip them down, and they’re still the original quality as they were before.

Frank:  If anything, we take it as a ‘we can do it’.. 

Abe: I mean it’s not well rehearsed acoustic, but hey-- it’s all good..

(squabbling  among the band during a take)

Stef:  Man, you’re so stupid!! You don’t even know the song! (Chino in back ground-- “You IDIOT!!”)

Abe:  It’s actually interesting how some of our songs that were meant to rock sound fine acoustic.

Chi: Yeah, like I said, I can’t believe I’m on the cast of the Real World.. I’m so honored, I’m deeply honored, there seems to be a lot of guys on this.. this.. this one..

(Chino doing booty dances on the bus)

Narrator: On day one, the band received a blessing from a holy man to protect them from any harm while on the island, despite their rather one sided belief system.

Stef: Our band’s only moved by spirits of the living form..

Chi:  (sips from a coconut, then spits it out) Ain’t no alcohol in here! (throws in the air,  Abe screams “yeeeeeeehaw!” )

Frank:  I feel glad that we were blessed..

Abe: Yep, I’m glad we’re here..

Frank:  Cause we probably wouldn’t have made it through that lava run..

Narrator:  On day two, the band set off on a walk through dangerous lava flow.

Abe: (pointing at the lava) That’s insane, man! That’s straight trippy.. I’m freaked out!

Stef:  Now with the lava,  I felt danger..  When I was smelling rubber,  burnt rubber on the soles of people’s shoes,

Abe:  I knew we were in.. y’know, the hot zone.

Stef:  I wanted to hold it in my hand.. But I wouldn’t have a hand though..

Producer:  We’re the world leader in setting up gigs in funky places..

Abe:  It’s off the hook, man.. We’re on Mars..

Frank:  We’re actually thinking about doing this like uh.. In our hometown. “Music in HOT Places”.. we’re gonna go to the ghetto.

Chi:  (laughing) The ghetto!

(producer talks about the how hot the lava fields were, etc., etc.)

Chino:  I don’t know.. I mean, you couldn’t-- basically you couldn’t stand like 3 feet from it cause you’d like-- your face would just start to like melt off, it was so damn hot..

(Abe and Chino on the lava field)

Abe: It’s cooking, man!  Can you feel that?!

(producer talks more about the damned lava..)

Narrator:  After several days of acoustic performances, the band went back to their musical roots when they played a surprise concert for a handful of local fans.

(clip of ‘Feiticeira’ live)

Frank:  Yeah,  you know, we don’t drink honey tea all day and like lift weights.. I mean, we’re pretty vulgar and fat and lazy (Stef scoffs) I mean that’s just the way we are..

Abe:  We’re rough, man..

Stef:  we’re RAW! (clip of ‘Be Quiet and Drive’ live in concert)
Narrator:  Raw or not,  the days on the island were packed with adventure. (clips of driving through swamps in an SUV, water covers the car)

Stef: That’s what I’m talking about!  On the window!

(clips of the band walking on the beach and in the surf,  swimming in a waterfall,  rainforests, etc.)

Narrator:  After all the acoustic performances, live shindigs, and lava walking tours, the band realized they had all experienced something special.

Stef:  Remember that old movie “The Bad News Bears”?  That’s kinda like us.  We haven’t won the championship yet.. (laughing)

Frank:  Ah, hell no.. hell no..

Stef:  We’re still trying..

Chino:  I thought it was cool, man.. We went in there and we thought everyone should just have fun, man.  This whole thing could’ve been like really stupid and cheesy, but if you just do what you feel,  you can take your music to a junkyard and it can be beautiful. You can take it to an ocean and it can be beautiful.  If it’s beautiful music, then it’s beautiful anywhere.

(credits for ‘Behind the Scenes’ roll with clips playing on the side)

(some crazy, shirtless, long-haired drunk dude talking to camera):

I carve everyday listening to Deftones’ music.  Deftones is my Bible.  They help me with my chainsaw, they help me talk to the wood.  they.. ROCK!

Stef reads warning in SUV:  “Danger, do not ride brakes.  Brakes will burn and fail.”

(more of producers talking about the shitty weather, etc., etc.)

ACTUAL SHOW BEGINS-- Music in High Places:  Deftones in Hawaii
A Hawaiian lady playing the ukulele on a beach, clips of the island, Stephen on the lava field says “I’m surrounded by hot, molten magma..”  the ukulele song fades into ‘Headup’  live in concert.  Chino is dressed in all black, Chi is wearing a yellow and red plaid flannel shirt,  Stephen is playing the black seven string E.S.P., Abe is playing a light blue Tama set,  the fans are shown jumping around moshing. When the song is finished, the Music in High Places intro plays

Frank:  It’s not that we hate acoustic-- Stephen does..

(clip of the band rehearsing acoustic.  Stef looks very bored.)

Stef:  Nah, I don’t hate it, I just don’t like it when we play it.  I like acoustic, but there’s nothing worse than playing a song you meant to rock,.. and playing it acoustic.

(clip of band rehearsing acoustic)

Stef:  Man, you’re so stupid!  You don’t even know the song!

Chino: You IDIOT!! That’s what we told you the first time-- you said ‘don’t do it right there..’

Stef:  You said do it twice!  That was the first time!!

Frank:  Yeah.. We’ve caved in a couple of times and we don’t mind doing it.

Abe:  It’s actually interesting how some of our songs that were meant to rock sound fine acoustic. (clip of the band playing ‘Change (In the House of Flies)’ acoustic)

Chi:  I think that we’re an adaptable band in that I think we’ve proven that we can do songs like that, strip them down, and they’re still the original quality as they were before.

Frank: If anything, we take it as a ‘we can do it’.. like a challenge.

Abe:  Of course it’s not well rehearsed acoustic, but hey-- it’s all good..

Band plays ‘Knife Prty’  acoustic sitting on the beach

(Clips of a field of dead land with steam pushing out of the earth)

Frank: I think we actually wanted to go where it was a lot more steamier..

Chi: Right.. Right..

Frank:  But they wouldn’t let us.. (clips of the band touring the Puhimau Steam Vents; tour guide explains the dangers of not watching your step around the steam vents,  Chino looks worried and says “So it‘s pretty hot, huh?”)

Abe: They said if it’s brown, you might go down.  But it was off the hook man..

Stef: Green, you’re clean, brown, you might go down.

Frank:  Right.. Right.. I liked to see where all the land’s survived all the years that Hawaii’s been here.

Abe:  Yeah.. To see new land formed, I mean this will probably be a continent one day and the biggest of all the islands.. It’s like it’s growing as we speak.

Clips of Chi, Stephen, and Chino standing at an overlook,  the holy man laying a rug down on the ground

Frank: The blessing..

Everyone:  Oh yeah.. The blessing.. The blessing.. (laughing)

Chi: Circles, everyone!  Can I get some circles??

Clip of the holy man talking to the band;  “Can we all gather in a circle please?”

Abe: Hey-- can I get in that circle??

Clips of the holy man introducing himself

Holy Man:  Hello everybody, I am .. (goes into another language)

Chino:  Whatever that dude was, like a priest or something, man.. It was just like.. It was weird.. (laughing) He started telling us this story-- well first he started talking to us in some other language.. I guess it was the Hawaiian language he was talking to us in and I didn’t understand a damn thing he was saying..

Clips of the holy man talking in a foreign language,  the band moving into a circle

Chi: (laughing)  I mean really.. You picked the wrong band, y’know what I mean?

Chino:  Yeah.. I… I didn’t know what was going on.. I for real didn’t know he was gonna do it at first,  but when I saw him squirting it on people, and I was like (looking down at shirt) alright…I wasn’t mad, I was just like.. Well.. Whatever..

Clips of the holy man dropping water on each band member’s chest

Frank:  Yeah, it was cool, man.. It was cool.

Stef: Our band’s only moved by spirits of the living form.. (laughing)

Frank:  I feel glad we were blessed.

Clips of a valley with rainforests and waterfalls

Chino:  The Wai’pio Valley trip.. It was pretty dope.  It was the descending down that mountain that was the same for me.. I was afraid-- the ground was wet for one..  They had the  big sign in the car; I don’t know if you read it, but “do not ride brakes, they will fail” and I just pictured us going over that cliff and the guy was telling me like “oh yeah, there are cars down there that hadn’t made it” and that was crazy.. It was pretty scary.. Once we got down though, it was pretty cool going through all that water.. It was dope.

Clips of Frank and Stephen driving through deep water in an SUV,  Stef hanging out the window

Frank: It was pretty amazing.. It’s pretty deceiving though when you’re on top and then  you actually get down there and it’s just the wind and everything.. It’s just really really cool.

Clips of the band exploring the valley,  Chino watching a waterfall

Chino:  Now you can see the waterfall, and that might be nice, but.. It was cool, but I couldn’t live there.

Chi:  We were impressed with the fact that the uh.. The latrine had no door-- cause that way you’re ready, just like in the old west, y’know what I’m saying?? (laughing)

Clips of Chi and Stephen wading in the surf on the beach

Chino: Then we were actually getting to the beach, then.. We started seeing like.. A pretty desolate place on the island, like, not too many people go down there.. I mean.. it was pretty cool man.

Clips of Chi standing in the ocean laughing at Stephen

Band plays ‘Digital Bath’ acoustic on an overlook at the ocean.  At every chorus,  it switches to the heavy version live on stage while showing clips of Chino being blown away by a strong gust of wind in the middle of the road.  When the song is finished,  it shows clips of a lava field.

Abe:  Whole lotta lava.. It was cool.

Stef:  It burned my eyes!

Clip of Stef on the lava field

Stef:  Damn!! (stooping to stand close to the lava, then backing up fast)

Producer: Hot?

Stef:  HOT?!  I’m medium well right now!

Frank:  I’ve never seen anything like that, y’know?

Abe:  Earth warming and we were like--

Frank:  up close..

Abe:  Yeah, we were kicking it with it, man..

Stef:  I wanted to hold it in my hand.. But I wouldn’t have a hand though.

Clips of a tour guide warning of dangers of falling and cutting yourself on the rocks and glass.  He tells the band that the ground could fall away from underneath you.  The band repeatedly says “Oh my GOD!! … It’s HOT!”

Chino:  I mean it looked like what you would picture Mars looking like.. Like as far as like.. The whole place itself,  I mean it was really really futuristic which was really cool and then they went to go actually look for lava-- to find actual lava, and I just didn’t think they were gonna find any; and I was really surprised when we first saw this little bit pop out, it was insane, man!  I mean, you couldn’t-- basically you couldn’t stand like 3 feet from it cause you’d like-- your face would just start to like melt off, it was so damn hot..

Clips of Chino standing beside lava protecting his face with his arms-- “I’m here kicking it with some hot lava.. I’m about to move before I get burned up!!”

Chino: It was cool, man.. It was just cool to check out- and then we actually ended up finding a BUNCH of lava.

Chino standing on the lava field- “Hey-- when we first got here, you saw it.. It was one little bubble coming out of a little crack, and now it’s all that!”

Chino:  By that time, it was getting pretty late so we headed back..

Band plays ‘One Weak’ live in concert-- Stephen plays an aquamarine E.S.P. guitar

Abe:  Now with the lava, I felt danger..

Stef:  Especially when Juan saved your hat!

Clip of Abe’s hat flying off his head, the wind carrying it across the lava field,  a guy grabs it and returns it. Abe-- “Alright, man! Taking one for the group!”

Chi:  Man, we were in a hot spot and he went in and dove straight into it for that hat.

Frank:  After a while, you forget where you’re at.. You wonder if you’re even surrounded--

Clip of Stef on the lava field-- “I’m surrounded by hot, molten magma!!”

Abe:  When I was smelling rubber,  burnt rubber on the soles of people’s shoes, I knew we were in.. y’know, a hot zone..

Chi:  We had a misconception-- he was like well, y’know, well “be careful where you step, you don’t wanna step into the lava or something”, and it’s like, after being there,  you know that the lava’s gonna let you know where it’s at, because by the time you get there, it’s so hot.

Frank:  I thoroughly enjoyed it.

Chi:  Yep.. Me too.

Band plays ‘Boy’s Republic’ acoustic sitting on huge stones

Frank:  Being a D.J. has opened up to other stuff.. Not only just D.J.ing stuff, but even just drum machines and electronics and--

Chi:  Shakers..

Frank:  Yes!  It’s opened up to shakers.. Everything, yes.. Gourds--

Clip of Abe talking to a producer about his bongos and shakers

Abe:  This helps the gourds and the yahamos grow.

Producer:  Yeah, man.. It’s getting bigger.  IN fact--

Abe:  It’s ripening as we wait.. In between takes, my yahamo gets riper.

Frank: I just try and be creative with four guys who are all trying to be creative at the same time.

Clip of band squabbling during an acoustic practice

Chino:  WHAT??!

Stef:  JUST PLAY IT RIGHT!! Don’t ask me ‘WHAT’ !!

Frank:  That’s a task in itself right there.. Just us being creative.. Just dealing with each other.. We deal with each other pretty.. Pretty.. Pretty well I think..

Clips of the band on the bus; Frank nodding his head to music,  the camera sneaking up on Stephen and his girlfriend making out, Chino talking right up into the camera about absolutely nothing,  Chino standing in a seat at the front of the bus doing booty dances.  Chi’s little boy playing with Abe’s drums while Chino tries to teach him how to

 count to 2.

Frank:  We’re all like brothers.. Some sisters..

Chi:  We ain’t gonna say no names.. No pointing fingers.. (points to himself)

Band plays ‘Be Quiet and Drive (Far Away)’ live in concert,  clips of Chi’s son jumping up and down in his seat on the bus,  people talking on the bus, clips of the ocean,  Stephen and his girlfriend talking on the bus,  Chi pretends to punch Chino,  Stef in the SUV,  more of the island; rainforests, etc. When song finishes,  the group is following a guide down a path beside the ocean,  Chi has his little boy on his shoulders.

Tour Guide:  Welcome to Pu’uhnonau O Honaunau National Park.

Chi:  Thank you!

Clips of Abe and Frank exploring the island,  Chi’s son looking at, then posing next to a wooden statue of a little boy.

Tour Guide:  This is a place that early Hawaiians used as a place of forgiveness.  A long time ago,  if you broke a law, they didn’t mess with you, the punishment was death.  It didn’t matter who you were or what law you broke,  you would die for the crime because you offended the gods.  Whoever saw you commit the crime,  it was their responsibility to carry out the punishment.

Abe and Frank looking at the water

Abe:  See the crabs?  I just saw these little black crabs over there.

Tour Guide:  So if you managed to escape death,  and you could come to a place like this,  you would be forgiven of your sins and given a second chance at life.

Frank:  It was cool.. I think I’m gonna start a place like this where you can just be free and go and rob something and get to that place..

Abe:  Kick somebody off and be able to get to that desired location to cleanse yourself out..

Tour Guide:  Now,  the trick back then was to get here.  It wasn’t easy.  It wasn’t a walk in the park, you would have to swim to this place.

Abe and Frank watching a sea turtle swim by

Abe:  What’s up turtle?  Mr. Turtle…

Tour Guide:  Once you got here, you were safe and forgiven of all your crimes.  After sitting here at the most,  2 days, you could swim back home- all set.  Simple huh?

Chi:  You should make it a little harder,  like this island, I think that’s important..

Frank:  Swimming to it..

Chi:  Make it a lot harder.. It’s like the opposite of Alcatraz,  you’ve got to swim to this island, then you’re cool..

Band plays ‘Around the Fur’ live in concert.. Clips of the group exploring the ‘sinless’ island,  Chi and his wife and son on the beach.

Frank:  Yeah, I thought it was really tripped out.. I had never been to Hawaii,  just   being on the rainy side of the island sucked.. It wasn’t really fun..

Clips of all the scenery on the island

Frank:  But I was actually kind of beautiful. 

Chino:  I thought it was cool, man.. I feel overworked just because of my own schedule at home right now,  where I’m so bugged out on so many projects I’m working on musically, then coming here.. Supposed to be like a time to like.. To me it felt like Hawaii it was time to go relax.  But I loved it-- I’m really happy that we play music, and our music enables us to go all over the world, and that’s pretty cool..

Band plays ‘Feiticeira’ live in concert,  when song finishes, to end the show,  the band plays ‘Change (In the House of Flies)’ acoustic on a beach.  At every chorus,  it switches to the heavy live version.

THE END
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